AUGUST, 1876. 


THE MONTH. 


Tae interest of all Europe is now concentrated on the scene of action in the East. 
Diplomatic and military movements rapidly succeed each other ; rumours of every 
kind are rife, but reliable information is scant, and bard to be obtained. Under 
such circumstances, and with motives so strong on both sides to misstate, pervert, 
or entirely suppress facts of a disagreeable or unwelcome kind, who can wonder 
that, especially from the actual seat of warfare, statements the most contradictory 
should come? Hence we hear equally of Servian victories or defeats, of Turkish 
triumphs or reverses, according to the source whence these conflicting tidings are 
received. Amidst this confusion and uncertainty, however, one thing appears to be 
established—that the Servian advance hag been checked, and that the entire front 
of Prince Milan's army, after various engagements and skirmishes, more or less 
important, with the Turkish troops, has been driven back from the position it had 
respective combatants, there is nothing to indicate an early or decisive termination 
of the war, but rather every prospect of it becoming a chronic, long-continued 
struggle, inflicting countless evils on Christians and on Turks alike, impoverishing 
and ruining the country of both, and producing no result save the intensification of 
their mutual animosity. That very localization of the conflict which is supposed 
to be secured by the. policy of abstention agreed to by the Emperors, and which, for 
the present, has allayed the apprehensions of a general European war, of itself 
points to an element of delay and of uncertainty in relation to the issue of the strife, 
The policy and aims of the Princes, alike both of Servia and Montenegry, are, of 
course, direct and clear. They demand, and are determined to obtain, the autonomy 
of the insurgent provinces of Turkey. They insist that these provinces shall be in- 
dependent of the Porte ; and to aid the insurgents to achieve that independence 
they seek to fan into a flame thé spirit of insurrection in other provinces not yet in 
actual revolt. Ultimately, they doubtless contemplate what Austria, if possible, is 
determined to prevent,—the formation on its frontiers either of a strong Slavonic em- 
pire, or a confederation of Slavonic States, under the powerful patronage and protec- 
tion of the Czar. But unassisted, their strength is not equal to the task they have 
so boldly undertaken. In their common patriotism, their common faith, and their 
common antipathy to Turkish oppression and misrule, they have a bond of union 
which of itself makes them a standing menace to the foe; but their numbers and 
resources are utterly inadequate to cope with the overwhelming odds which Turkey 
can command against them. Austria is hostile to their object; Russia, if we may 
believe Lord Derby, is unprepared for war. A policy of abstention, therefore, is 
adopted ; the Powers meanwhile carefully noting the progress and prospects of the 
war, and reserving to. themselves the right to interpose when their moral itifluence 
shall be most effective with the combatants. Such an ontlook is not promising. We 
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been let loose upon the nations. We trust that the tone of public feeling in this 
country will deter the present Government or any other from committing us to any 
Turkish alliance. The time is long past when British statesmanship could safely 
identify itself with the maintenance of Mohammedan domination in the East. The 
prevalent antipathy of this nation to Turkish supremacy over Christian populations 
has been tenfold increased by the recent Ottoman barbarities. The atrocities per- 
petrated in the disaffected provinces by the Turkish troops employed to quell the 
insurrection have excited universal and intense abhorrence. Rapine and mas- 
sacre, the wholesale destruction of unoffending villages, the slaughter of defenceless 
women and children, are outrages which the British people and the British Govern- 
ment never can condone. It may be, as the Premier declares, that excesses at 
which humanity might blush are not committed only by the Turks, although it 
seems clear that the latter have far surpassed the Christians both in the number and 
the cruelty of their misdeeds ; but it is obvious that some allowance must be made 
for men writhing under tyranny; and although no amount of barbarity can justify 
reprisals, there is a difference between outrages committed by men in authority in 
the very wantonness of power, and those to which, in the frenzy of vindictive despe- 
ration, men deprived of all their rights may be impelled. The Powers of Europe 
may well demand from the Porte that this war shall not in future be stained with 
acts of aggravated and: gratuitous barbarity; that the conflict, if it must go on, shall 
be conducted in a manner conformable to the usages of modern European warfare— 
that is, with the view of inflicting the least amount of suffering possible on the 
populations inhabiting the seat of war. An energetic and indignant protest from 
the English Cabinet in this matter is imperatively called for; and we trust that 
public opinion, as expressed in the British Parliament, will induce its immediate 
adoption. 


The Centenary of American Independence has this year, as was natural, been 
universally and enthusiastically kept by our Transatlantic brethren. The ordinarily 
recurring anniversaries of the 4th of July always call forth an amount of jubilant 


feeling which, in a nationality at once so extensive, so influential, and so compara- 
“tively young, is not only pardonable but patriotic, and deserves not the blame but 


the sympathy of other and of older states. Of late years, especially, these occasions 
have been marked by an absence of all acrimoniousness towards the mother country, 
a desire to bury in oblivion those events for which the present generation of English- 
men can in nowise be responsible, and an endeavour to dwell, not so much upon the 
causes of the great American revolution as upon the fact iteelf and its far-reaching 
and (from a Transatlantic point of view) glorious results. These features have been 
prominently characteristic of this first Centenary commemoration. Of late the 
improved tone of feeling in each country towards the other, the mitigation of 
national prejudice, and the growing desire amongst intelligent and right-minded 
men on either side of the Atlantic for increased sympathy and closer union between 
the two great Anglo-Saxon nations of the world, have gradually prepared the way 
for the expression, at this commemorative festival, of sentiments calculated to draw 
more nearly together the two peoples already so closely allied in blood, in language, 
in religion. That it has been so we-unfeignedly rejoice. There is no reason what. | 
ever why the differences which obtain between England and the United States, 
whether in institutions and laws, or in matters of social and domestic life, should 
lessen that concord which should ever exist between nations bound together by such 
high and holy ties. The points of divergence between Britain and America, #5 


compared with tue points of affinity, are \infinitesimally small, Britons and 


“=, 


+ 
~ 
| 
‘ 
t 
4 
; , 
+ 
4 


1, 1976) EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 227 


Americans alike may surely tolerate each other's institutions, ways, and habits 
without any sacrifice of principle, whilst each nation continues to prefer what is 
decidedly and distinctively its own. That these truths, amongst the better portion 
of each people, should now be so generally recognized, and especially that they 
should find expression on an occasion like the Centenary, when feelings of sclf- 
exultation amongst our brethren beyond the Atlantic might not unnaturally be 
expected to prevail, is a most cheering indication of the times. It has been said 
that England and America united might defy the world. We desire not to see them 
_ placed in any such defiant or antagonistic position to the other nations of mankind. 
Rather would we see the value of their union exemplified in combined endeavours 


to extend to those other nations the blessings they themselves enjoy. Some good 


work in this direction has already been effected ; but there is ample and abundant 
room for more. Our intercourse with the United States increases ; our relations 
with their inhabitants, commercial, domestic, and religious, grow closer and more 
complex every day. Even the daily lives of many of us are intertwined with those 
of friends and cousins in the Western world. The two Governments may co-operate 
for high political ends, the two peoples for almost every object that can benefit or 
bless humanity. To provoke one another “unto love and to good works ” is therefore 
the only rivalry which should ever obtain between the kindred nations of Great 


> 

Many cheering indications, satisfactory to the feelings of all right-minded and 
philanthropic men, point toa decided advance in public opinion on the great question 
of temperance, so important alike in a social, an economic, and a moral and religious 
point of view. One of the most important of these is the withdrawal by the 
Government of their opposition to Mr. R. Smyth’s Bill for the suppression on the 
Lord’s-day of the sale of intoxicating drinks in Ireland. Public opinion in that 
country is in favour of the measure, but it has been opposed in the Imperial Parlia- 


ment on the ground that its enactment would lead to agitation for a similar law for 


this country—an agitation which would excite the hostility of the public-house 
interest, and with which public opinion here would no way sympathize. Second 
thoughts, however, and an adverse majority in the House of Commons, have led to 
wiser counsels, and Ireland is to have its own way in this important matter. On 
every ground this conclusion was the one to be desired. Apart from the question of 
temperance itself, Ireland has a right to just and equal legislation with this country ; 
and if that right must be conceded, when the circumstances of the two countries 


differ, and their public opinion is not the same, justice and policy demand that the © 


legislation to be adopted for each should be conformed to its own wants, and accordant 


with the wishes of its people. From a temperance point of view, we believe that 


the passing of Mr. Smyth's Bill will, even in this country, produce on public opinion a 
powerful effect. Another proof of the progress which that opinion is making, is found 
in the success of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s motion, in the House of Lords, for the 
appointment of a Select Committee to inquire into the prevalence of intemperance 
generally, and into the manner in which habits of drunkenness have been affected, 
whether by recent legislation or other causes, social or political. No less than 8,000 
clergymen signed the memorial on which the Archbishop felt himself impelled to 
act. Amongst other important points, the inquiry is to include the modus operandi 


of the present system of licensing public-houses, the iaws affecting beer-shops, and | 


the propriety, or otherwise, of allowing grocers to sell intoxicating drinks. These 
are all important aspects of this great social question. Should the inquiry be judi- 


cana and wea sg ae, it cannot but be beneficial. , The more the attention 


Britain and America. 
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of the nation ie directed to the evils flowing from the present system, and which 
have so Jeng constitated a blot upon the fair fame and reputation of our country, the 
more will the people and the Parliament be convinced that vigorous means must we 
resorted to insure their final and effectual repression. 


The attention of the House of Lords has recently been called, by Lord Oran- 
more and Browne, to the rapid growth of the practice of confession, the extent to 
which it now prevails in the English Church, and the open manner in which its 
observance is enjoined and enforced by a numerous section of the clergy. The dis- 
cussion tht ensued, and in particular the speech of the Bishop of London, clearly 
show—first, that the Episcopal Bench generally, of whatever school, regard the 
practice as contrary both to the doctrine and discipline of the Church ; and next, 
that they are not likely to interfere, in any vigorous or effective way, for its sup- 
pression. The Bishop’s remarks on the difficulty of dealing with the subject, the 
superiority of moral to coercive means, and the undesirableness or even impropriety 
of ecclesiastical prosecutions for the punishment of religious error, strike us as beside 
the question. All this may be conceded, and yet the fact remain, and be deeply and 
intensely felt, that men who occupy a certain position and receive fixed emoluments 
that they may teach the doctrines and uphold the worship of a certain Church, ought 
not to be allowed to violate with impunity their pledges fo tlie nation. Legal inter- 
ference with such men is not persecution, nor are attempts to abrogate their prac- 
tices any violation of the rights of conscience. When they are prosecuted or even 
deprived, it is not for their opinions, but because, holding them, they have no right 
to the position they occupy or the offices they fill. a ere 
cannot be too often or too persistently drawn. 


Our Ritualistic opponents are ever on the alert in the propagation of their 
views, and ever ready when opportunity occurs to boast of their advance, and to note 
with exultation the feats accomplished by their party. At the recent annual meeting 
of the “Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament,” the very aim of which is to promote 
belief in the ‘“‘real presence” in its grossest and most materialistic form, votes of 
thanks were passed to Canons Liddon and Gregory for the changes effected by them 
at St. Paul's. The Confraternity correctly judge that for the Romanizing party to 
obtain control over the Metropolitan Cathedral, to transform its services, and to make 
them the vehicle of promoting, by their symbolic teaching, the progress of the 
“ Catholic revival,” would be indeed a signal triumph for their cause. What in this 
direction they have gained ix, it seems, but the prelude to greater changes yet to 
come ; for it was openly avowed that so soon as public feeling would permit, a suitable 
“altar” would be erected, and many further “advances” in the Ritualistic sense 
made in the Cathedral. It has long since been clear that with the so-called 
Catholic party the time for concealment of ulterior objects has entirely gone by. 
Ultimate ends are no longer hidden, but are boldly and openly proclaimed. The 
British people are distinctly told that, so soon as they themselves will allow it, both 
their religion itself and its outward practice will be changed. The responsibility for 
the further progress of Romish doctrine and worship in our midst is thus thrown 
upon the nation. 

The opening of a Ritualistic church at Bermondsey has recently been prohibited 


by the clergyman of the parish in which it bas been built. This is an unusual case, 
and it would be well if the example thus set could be followed, wherever 


_ by Evangelical incumbents. Such authority, however, can be wielded. only for a 
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time. When a church has once been endowed and consecrated, the parochial clergy- 
man has no further power to prevent its use. Any check, however, upon Ritualism 
may be serviceable ; and, at any rate, an incumbent exercising such a power has the 
answer of a goud conscience in doing what he can. We observe that the only 
brother of the Duke of Hamilton has recently become a priest, and at the chapel of 
the Carmelite Monastery at Kensington performed his first high mass, with much 
display and pomp, and in the presence of a large and fashionable audience. This 
fact is viewed with interest, inasmuch as the new priest is the heir to this opulent 
and well-known Scottish dukedom. 


- 


An instructive commentary on the folly of educating young people in doctrines 
scarcely distinguishable from those of the Church of Rome, and expecting them 
nevertheless to abstain from joining its outward and visible communion, is afforded 
by the case of Earl Nelson's son, who, after a preparatory training under one of 
the most advanced of Ritualistic clergymen, has just Gaken that final and decisive 
step. The Earl himself is naturally and justly indignant that the Romish priest 
to whom his son applied should have advised him at once to join the Romish ~ 
Charch without any previous communication with his father. In this feeling all 
English parents will heartily concur, and will, thus far, afford the Earl the fullest 
measure uf their sympathy; nor, in the correspondence which has ensued, will the 
vindication of himself attempted by the priest in question be regarded as of much 
avail. The noble Earl, however, does- but reap as he has sown. At the deception 
practised on himself he is rightfully aggrieved, and is no doubt correct in affirming 
that his son’s baptism at the Brompton Oratory was hastened lest he himself should, 
by interposing his authority or his counsels, succeed in preventing it. But a father 
who commits his son to the spiritual guidance of such a man as the well-known 
Curate of St. Alban’s, Holborn, has but to thank himself if a son thus taught 
becomes more consistent than his teachers, and unites himself to that fellowsbip in 
which alone their principles are fully and completely carried out. Fathers thus 
acting, when they complain of the “perversion” of their children by Romish 
priests, lay themselves open to the retort of Father Bowden in this instance, that, 
_ whilst certain Anglican clergymen practise confession, celebrate mass, invoke the 
" saints, and prescribe the recital of the rosary, “conversions will follow, which, 
sudden as they may appear, are but the necessary consequence of such a line of 
conduct.” 


A recent judgment in the Court of Chancery illustrates the jealousy with which 
Romish ecclesiastics guard the training of the offspring of “ mixed marriages,” and 
their intense aversion to Protestant relatives having in the least degree any contact 
with or control over children pledged to be brought up in subjection to the Papacy. 
Monsignor Capel sought the intervention of the Court to prevent the daughter of 
the late Count de Stacpoole, a little girl of nine, from even living with her aunt, 
because the latter was a Protestant, at least in name, although she was bringing up 
the child in Romish principles, under the strict supervision both of a Roman Ca- 
tholic governess and a Romish priest. This kind of intolerance is frequently dis- 
played when, as the conditiun of a marriage between a Romanist and a Protestant, 
a promise is exacted that the children shall be educated in the religion of the former. 


In the case now referred to a compromise has been arrived at; but in the extreme 


Vigilance and sensitiveness which, respecting it, the Romish priesthood have evinced, 
Protestants may and ought to find alike an example and s warning—a warning 
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against mixed marriages, which are ‘generally the proof of indifference to religion in 
one or other of the parties, for how can two walk together in the highest and holiest 
relationships of life except they be agreed !—an example, inasmuch as did Protestants 
but evince half the carnestness in preserving the young committed to their charge 
from contact with Romish error that Romanists manifest in preventing the children 


‘under their control from becoming even acquainted with the principles of scriptural 


Christianity, we should not see the children of nominal Protestants in such numbers 
as we do seceding to the Church of Rome. The intolerance and exclusiveness of 


our opponents must of course be avoided, but we may well take a wholesome lesson 


from their earnestness and zeal. 


That the lay element in the Wesleyan body shall receive its due representation 
in the Conference may, we apprehend, be now regarded as resolved on. The com- 
mittee to whom the question was referred has suggested that, in future, the General 
Conference shall consist of an equal number of laymen and of ministers, and with this 
provision the great bulk of that religious community will doubtless be content. It is 
not to be supposed that, after such a resdlation, carried as it was by a majority so 
large, any further opposition in the Conference itself will retard the execution of the 
project now agreed upon. The importance of this step, at such a crisis as the present 
in ec#lesiastical affairs, we can scarcely estimate. The Wesleyans in the past have 
done good service to the caise of Christ, both in the direct propagution of the Gospel 
itself, and in bearing a decided testimony against those errors wherewith Romanism 
and Ritualism have sought to pervert or suppress the plainest teachings of the Word 


“of God. In time to come we may confidently hope that the zeal and activity of the 


body generally will receive an energetic stimulus from the share which all its mem- 
bers will henceforth exercise in its due and efficient administration, and the responsi- 
bility they will feel in its entire action as an honoured and influential section of the 
Christian Church. 


Painful tidings have recently come to hand respecting outrages and massacres 
committed upon Christian tfissionaries and native Christians in one of the pro- 
vinces of China. According to the accounts received, these outrages appear to be the 
outbreak of a fanatic zeal amongst the pagan population, and instead of being repressed 
by the local anthorities, have by them not only been connived at, but encouraged and 
fomented. Whole villages and hamlets have been burned, the Christians have been 
either slain or driven from their homes, and those pagans who have sought to protect 
them have been threatened with similar treatnfent both by the mob and the authori- 
ties. No special reason is assigned as the immediate cause of the outbreak. It is 
important that prompt inquiry shpuld take place into this murderous affair, and that 
our Government. should make such remonstrances to that of China as may insure 
effectual protection being given both to native converts and to missionaries. 
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Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent] 
Paris, July 18, 1876. 
THE CRISIS IN THE FRENCH REFORMED 


correspondent of a Genevan Liberal journal 
expresses his thanks to his friends for the 
concessions they have wrung from the Ortho- 
dox: “When there is a desire that the 
mantle shall not be torn, one must not look 
too closely at the threads which keep it together”! 
The essential point is, that without pledging 
one’s conscience no rent shall be made. 
Orthodox pastor of Paris trusts to the honour | 
of religion and of human nature that the 
Ratienalists will not enter the Church under 
false colours! How little experience war- 
rants this hope, we need not say. That 
honour and conscience are necessarily warped 
and led astray when not based on definite 
truth is obvious. The honourable and pious 
men who are among the partisans of the 
agreement suppose that Rationalism is but an 
accident in the Church, upheld by a set of 
noisy malcontents, and that it will be quietly 
preached and liveddown. The others, on the 
contrary, say, “A little leaven tends to leaven 


ment in Christian teaching, and the means of 


skirmishing, spirituality dies out, and the 
Church of the Reformers, whatever the realit 


may be, presents the appearance to the 
not of solid theologians rallying around a 


glorious standard of truth to defend it from 
the foe, but of a set of bickering partisans 


quarrelling over the last shred to which they 
have torn it with their own hands, and to 


which they cling because it will insure them 


State assistance. Oh, we know that there 
are far different and nobler motives in many 
hearts, and very much mist‘and self-decep- 


tion in others, and much learned “‘ making the 


worst the better reason ;” but the world with- 
out looks not so deep, and fatal is the effect. 
Surely it is a time for those who know the 
power of God to cast the whole burden upon 
Him, by earnestly praying for brethren in 
such tremendous peril. 

THE PROBABLE ISSUE. 

The Zvangéliste declares that none but 
clear and frank solutions will henceforth 
have a chance of success, and of these it sees 
but two : that of the Liberals, which consists 
in leaving both tendencies with equal rights 
in the Church ; or else to acknowledge their 


incompatibility and separate at once—Ortho- 
_dox one way, and freethinkers the other. The 


lowering standanl and sliding-scale of doc- 
trines will probably ‘prevent the adoption of 


the latter course ; but if the former is decided” 
upon, the whole contest which for years has 


vexed the Church and wasted her strength 
will have been in vain. What elee but a 
revival of faith in the grand standard doc- 
trines of a living Christ could clear away these 
mists'and bring out the Church energized by 
the Spirit of the living God? Then the 
battle would be short and decisive, for the 
arm of the Lord would be there. It is some- 
what refreshing to turn to other themes. The 
WESLEYAN METHODIST CONFERENCE 
took place in June at Anduze. The work is, 
in general, encouraging. The publication of 
a new edition of the Church Rules and the 
Profession of Faith was voted ; and a vote was 
also given in favour of the Society, now in 
course of formation in Paris, for the Deferce 
of Religious Liberty, and of the Geners: 
Interests of Protestantism. Several deeply 
interesting questions were discussed—among 
others, the legitimate use of the Old Testa- 
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The state of the Reformed Church of 
that of indescribable confusion. Friends and 
bers of the Permanent Commission of the 
calls the compromise “the bankruptcy of |i 
the Synod ;” another, “a capitulation after | 
the victory ;” another, the commencement | 
EE repressive. One of their jonrnals | 
it as a temptation and a premium | 
Ee: hypocrisy, and, in the name of the | 
of the Liberal pastors, claims for them | 
e right to attack error wherever they see it, 
to combat the Apostles’ Creed and its dogmas, 
silence. But there are fine shades of opinion 
even in this new contention. From Paris a 
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reviving religious life. The latter was ex- 


perimentally treated. God forms His instra-| y 


ments; they must be docile in His hands, 
filled with faith and the Holy Ghost. Prayer 
for one’s pastor was urged. The cause of 
revival of spiritual grace is the living 
Spirit of God, and when the pastor is filled 
with the Spirit conversions take place. 
Spiritual workers were also urged to draw 
the net as well as throw it. 
DEMAND FOR PROTESTANT PASTORS. 

Letters come in telling of villages entreating 
for Protestant pastors ; in one case the bishop 
offered any concession, but the people said, 
“ Nay, we must be Protestants ;” and they crowd 
around the pastor and beg him to stay, and 
bring francs and sous to pay the rent of a 
room to preach in, Surely the enemy knows 
what he is about when, in the face of thou- 
sands who thirst for truth, he chains down 
to Church questions and party strife those 
who could gather souls for Jesus, 

THE BIBLE CARRIAGE 

has visited, since January, the departments 
of Cantal and Aveyron, where it is travers- 
ing the mountainous regions, intending to 
pass towards the South for the winter. In 
February it got into regions where a patois 
alone is spoken, where reading is scarcely 
known and not wished for by the peasants. 
To travel twenty-two leagues across mow 
and ice to reach a fair where in a quarter 
of an hour all your hearers melt away, re- 
fusing to listen to what they do not un- 
derstand, and to accept what they do not 
know how to read, is somewhat dishearten- 
ing. But in other places decidedly hopeful 
scenes take place. The carriage is worked 
by M. and Mme. Pointet, under the care of 
the Neuchatel (Swiss) Society for the Evan- 
gelization of France. From the commence- 
ment of this work,<in 1871, they have sold 
638 Bibles, 19,677 Testaments, 20,460 


‘Gospel almanacs, 45,669 wall tracts, and 


aistributed 274,000 portions of Scripture. 
PILGRIMAGES, ETC. 

The pilgrimage to Lourdes was numer- 
ous, there being about 60,000 persons, to 
see the coronation of the statue with a crown 
worth 50,000 france. Innumerable Deme- 
triuses on a small seale make it a regular 
fair, and inns gather a harvest ; yet complaints 
were heard that trade was falling off. The 
bishops, in their address, thanked the Pope 
“for having exalted her whose virginal foot 
crushed the serpent’s head at the first, and 
who has throughout all ages conquered all 
heresies ” ! 

The pilgrims of Paray-le-Monial complain 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


— 


[August 1, 1876, 
of that shrine being greatly abandoned this 


ear, 

The Municipal Council of Versailles, like 
those of Lyons, Marseilles, Toulouse, Avignon, 
and others, refused this year to vote the sum 
hitherto given for reposoirs or street altars for 
the Féte- Dieu [feast of Corpus Christi), 

A petition is being signed against duelling 
in the army. Another petition from Mar- 
eeilles demands the suppression of the order 
of Jesuits in France. 

The Society for the Protection of Ani- 
mals has offered a prize for the best paper 
against the abuse of vivisection. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
July 21, 1876. 

The delegates of the “ Liberal” Churches met 

at Nimes on the 12th and-13th of July to 


consider the project of pacification, signed 


the following resolution: “Considering that 
the need of union and peace has affirmed it- 
self with increasing strength ; that the present 
struggle tends to weaken the influence of Pro- 
testantism in our country, and turns aside its 
activity from useful works, while it painfully 
wounds Christian souls; that the negotiations 
recently carried on in view of peace in a fra- 
ternal spirit by the authorized representatives 
of both tendencies, have given a visible con- 
secration to this feeling; that the negotiators 
of the Orthodox party have frankly acknow- 
ledged that in the bosom of Protestantism 
there undoubtedly exist two ecclesiastical 
principles, and thai a modus vivendi must be 
found corresponding to both principles with- 
out sacrificing either to the ather; that they 


have given a first serious realization to this 


idea by their solemn promise touching the 
withdrawal of the obligatory character of the 
Profession of Faith; that the words in the 
project of union, ‘The 
Church,’ do not imply that those who refuse 
to adhere to the Declaration of Faith cease to 
be legitimate members of the Church; that 
the reading of the Declaration of Faith, which 
is to be mentioned in the deed of ordination 
of pastors, remains optional as to the mode, 
and has no other aim than to make known the 
document to Liberal candidates; that in this 
spirit the Liberal pastors may pledge them- 
selves solemnly towards the Church and to- 
wards themselves not to attack the Declaration 
of Faith, insomuch as it shall be reverenced, 
and not be the object of aggressive polemics, 
a reciprocity of reverence for their own con- 


victions being expected in what concerns the 


electorate; that according te the very terms 


of the agreement, if the Liberal Churches ac- 


general faith of the 
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cept, in view of conciliation, the reconstitution, “ Necessarily the acceptance fof the com- 
according to the synodical prescriptions, of promise] by the Liberals remains absolutely 
the presbyterial councils and the consistories, subordinate to the ratification of the agree- 
it is to be remembered that the mode of ment by the next Synod, according to the 
doing so was left by the Synod to the pru- very terms of the act—via, that if the agree- 


dence of the consistories, ‘and that it was) 


appear desirable; that for them this is the | 
bearing of the treaty of fraternal agreement 


which is 


indissolubly bound to this interpretation, 
which clears and 


ight 


for their adoption, and 
that the text they accept is in their minds | 


ment be not ratified by the Synod, the re- 


| spective positions of all parties will remain as 
before. 

“ The present treaty of agreement shall be 
without delay communicated to the presby- 
terial councils and consistories, and will not 
receive its effect until after ratification by the 
Liberal Charches. 

“The assembly, strong in the uprightness 
of its intentions, gives its cause and that of 


it ;—for these the Reformed Church of France into the 


reasons the Liberal delegates accept the agree- hands of God.” 


' ment come to between the members of the 


Permanent ‘Commission of the Synod and 
those of the Liberal Commission of Pacifi- 
cation, and give the latter the charge of 


taking the necessary steps to insure its prompt 


realization. 

“The assembly declares also that every 
legal means shall be carried out in favour of 
the Liberal fraction of the Reformed Church 


POSTSCRIPT, No. EI. 
July 22. 
The Permanent Commission has just issued 
the following :— 


“ In presence of the protest of the Orthodox 
party generally against the project of agreement, 
the members of the Permanent Commission 
who signed it withdraw their signatures, They 


of Paris, and of every other suffering fraction will publish a manifesto, in which the mo- 


of the Church, whatever be its shade of 
opinion, in order that they shall obtain satis- | 
faction for their religious wants. It depends | 
on the impartiality of the Minister of | 


tives of their determination will be explained.” 

Surely all will join to congratulate the 
brethren on this happy escape from a fatal 
error, “ generous ” in intention, but the veriest 


Worship to protect acquired rights, and to | snare that they had yet fallen into, Doubt- 
guarantee the status quo to those Churches less, the interpretation given to the terms of 


which from tious —— may not | agreement by the Liberal Conference at Nimes 
be able to to the conditions of the | served to open the eyes of the Commission. 
SPAIN. - 


PROGRESS OF EVANGELICAL EFFORT. 


The Rev. Henry R. Duncan, who is 
labouring at Seville, in connection with the 
Spanish Evangelization Society, writes as 


follows to the Hon orary Secretary :— 


SEVILLE AND THE GALLEGOS. 7 
While on every ham the Romish Church 
is doing all in its power to hamper us in our 
operations, we have every reason to thank 


_ God and take courage. The Lord’s work is 


prospering in spite of, and in some cases 
even because of, priestly sows ip 
our own congregation in Seville, while there 
have been many losses from death and_ye- 
movals, there have been many additions to 
take their places; some being gained by the 
mission and some having come 
from other places. The congregation is very 


generally between three and four hundred. 
There were large numbers at the Communion 
service on Thursday evening, April 13, and 
at the sermons on the Seven Sayings of 
Christ on the Cross, on Friday, the 14th, 
between twelve and three p.m., besides a con- 
tinually changing crowd inside the entrance, 
listening for awhile and then leaving to visit 
other churches, as is the custom here. I 
admitted three new members to the Church 
after instructed and examined them 
and from them a public profession 
of their faith before the congregation, and I 
had to reject four applicants. The schools 
are prospering as usual ; and the new mission 
to the Gallegos, which was brought to a stand- 
still for several weeks by the opposition of 
the landlady of the corral, at the instigation 
bas in God’s providence been 


August 1, 
understood that the acceptance would in 
nothing hamper the right of the Churches to 
propose in the approaching synods such modi- 


= 
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re-opened, through the intervention of the 
Gallegos themselves. In 


GRANADA 
the congregation is larger than formerly, and 
the membership much the same as before ; 
on last Communion occasion fifty-six partook. 
But this is in spite of very bitter and deter- 
mined opposition, the bishop himself going to 
the owners of houses and begging of them— 
willing, he says, to go on bis knees to beg 
them—to turn the Protestants out of their | 
houses. In that not very high and some- 
what obsequious class, the presence of a live 
goed’ a great way; and 


protected, 
effect, on the whole, is bad for aggressive 
work, though the Protestants remain faithful 
in spite of all. Seiior Alhama is in good 
health, and hopeful. 

MADRID 
the church is sometimes crammed to the door. 
Sefior Cabrera has held the same services as 
we in Seville, and this week has evangelistic 
services every night. In 

HUELVA 


things have never before been so promising. 


The church is sometimes quite full, and the 
seed is fructifying most notably in the pro- 
vinces. Don Pablo, who is in ill-health and 
living with me for a week or two to recruit, 
has lost all his old despondency in the work, 
and is full of joy because of the visible signs 
of divine blessing on his work in and outside 
of the capital. He had quite lost his appetite, 
but is regaining it here. In 
CADIZ, 

too, a remarkable work seems to be going on. 
Sefior Hernandez has five houses, in which 
he preaches at stated intervals. The general 
attendance at them is from fifteen to thirty. 
But in one, a large house round a court, let 
out in rooms where chiefly gipsies live, he has 
had great encouragement. . . . The audience, 
to a large extent gipsies, and members of one 
of the Holy Week processions, after service 
begged him to return. Many have since come 
to his church, even during procession tithe, 
abandoning the processions; and on Sabbath 
last, during Communion service, they filled up 
both halls of his church as they were filled in 
the mission’s brightest days. 


7 
> 
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LATER FROM CADIZ AND GRANADA. 
(Under date of May 20, Mr. Duncan writes 


encouragement. 
the Rev. Mr. Ross, fully confirming 
Pablo's exceedingly hopeful and 


support. # 

Sefior Alhama is going on well in Granada: 
sixty-eight partook at his last Communion. 
He is very anxious to open a night-school in 
the outskirts of the town, where he believes 
that a great work might be done at a trifling 
expense. He desired me to recommend this, 
as I heartily do, having spoken over the 
matter with him. He has bought a house, 
payable in instalments during twenty years, 
in a village some leagues from Granada 
(where he has been accustomed to have 
services), that he may not be interfered with 
by priests influencing proprietors ; and he 
means to fit it up and get it when possible for 
night-schools as well as services. For night- 


schools he must wait until funds be provided 
him, 
\ sa 


: 
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all his family were in Seville for a fortnight or 
._ three weeks, ending May 3, and all the work 
| in Huelva was brought to a stand-still during 
| that time. The people were impatient for 
4 his return, as well as the children for their 
o teachers, and all were hailed with a hearty 
: welcome on their return. The work is 
a going on as formerly, with more than usual 
from 
Don 
Yu while, according to the law that forbids the | 
; N turning out of a tenant till he has found | 
if another house, with certain restrictions, the | 
| 
| in the smaller gatherings, and this in turn 
an influence in swelling his church 
meetings. Dr. Vines; who knew Seiior Her- 
_nandez in Africa eleven years ago, and has 
recently gone to Glasgow from Monte Video, 
‘and has been making a tour thence through 
Spain, brings mea very satisfactory account 
of the work in Cadiz, only grieving that the 
| schools should be so far behind for want of. 
| 
| 
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GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 

Prussia, July 21, 1876. 
CONSERVATIVE PROGRAMME—SECULAR 

INSTRUCTION. 
Since my last letter the Prussian Parlia- 
ment has been adjourned, eo that for the 
moment there is some rest in home politics. 
But the parties are already preparing for the 
next elections, which will take place in Octo- 
ber for the Prussian, and in January for the 
German Parliament. The Conservative party 
begins to display great activity, hoping to 
gain ground. A new Conservative organiza- 
tion has been created, composed of men from 
all parts of Germany. I only mention the 
here as far as it concerns religious 
questions. It considers the present conflict 
with Rome, which the Liberal party has con- 
verted into a conflict with Christianity in 
general, as somethiog unfortunate for the 
country, which ought to be terminated. The 
Conservatives will assist the Government in 
opposing the unjust claims of the Roman See, 
but it will atthe same time oppose every in- 
terference of the State with the internal 
affairs of the Church. In this respect they 
wish a revision of the so-called May Laws, and 
also claim greater liberty for the Evangelical 
[National Protestant] Church. They also pro- 
test against the introduction of mixed schools, 
and wish much to see the religious character 
of our primary schools retained. The latter 
question will probably occupy Parliament 
during the next session. 
the House of Lords have recently questioned 
the Minister of Public Worship as to why he 
had introduced some mixed schools into the 
Rhine province. Dr. Falk only showed in 
his reply that the law entitled him to do so, 
but seemed to avoid an answer on the merits 
of the case iteelf. It certainly is remarkable 
that the Government should have called 
severa? clergymen to account for having taken 
part in demonstrations against secular instruc- 
tion, thongh they were school inspectors. 
The clergymen in question firmly replied, 
that not the school inspectorship, but the 
pastorate was their principal office, and that 
they could not remain school inspectors if it 
prevented them doing their duty as pastors, 
and that as such they were bound in con- 
science to show their congregations the dan- 

gers of purely secular instruction. : 

THE SUNDAY OBSERVANCE MOVEMENT 

is steadily advancing. The society already 
mentioned has organized itself in Berlin, and 
in religious conferences held elsewhere atten- 


tral Committee for Home Missions has peti- 
tioned the Board of Trade at Berlin to dimi- 


opinion in adifferent direction, but the work 
must be done ; and gradually the feeling will 
gain ground that there is no real liberty as 
long as men are obliged to work on Sundays. 
OPPOSITION TO SUNDAY-SCHOOLA. 

Every Christian work must undergo trials 
in the present day. Sunday-schools have had 
twelve years’ time to develop themselves in 


Two members of peace, and we may thank God for a decided 


progress. Now some “ Liberal” parochial 
councils in Berlin have begun to work against ~ 
the Sunday-schools. Fortunately, the High 
Consistory has warmly defended the Sunday- 
schools, but one of the Berlin district synods 
has requested a further investigation of the 
matter, The “ Liberals” are always wishing 
for a greater participation of laymen in reli- 
gious matters ; but when’ laymen stand up to 
do religious work they are generally attacked 
even more than clergymen themselves. Let 
us hope that Sunday-schools have gained 
ground enfficiently to gather new strength, 
and not to lose by the storm now directed 
against them. 
CHURCH TAXES IN HESSE. 

In the Grand Duchy of Hesse the Synod 
has voted Church taxes for the most necessary 
requirements of the churches. The tax is 
very small indeed, yet the thing has brought 
commotion into all the congregations. A 
number of le refuse to pay; others de- 
clare their separation from the Established 
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| tion is specially called on the subject. At 

one of these it was shown that the dese- 

cration of the Lord’s-day had greatly contri- 

buted to increase vice and crime. The Cen- 

days; but the reply was purely negative. 

| On the other hand, the new President of the 

Imperial Chancery, Mr. Hofmann, has ordered 

| that in all public offices éver which he has 
the control no work shall be done on Sun- 

days, It is necessary that in this respect 
| public opinion should be educated. The Com- ° 

| mittee for Home Missions has made a collec- 

tion’ of all the laws throughout Germany 

bearing upon the observance of the Lord’s- 

day. These laws arg da some extent very 

good, but practically they are never or but 

seldom enforced. The epirit of the age is 

against sanctification of the Lord’s-day. The 

new society in Berlin has been severely at- 

tacked by the Liberal press, afd even the 

decree of Mr. Hofmann has been censured. 

| It will not be quite easy to influence public 
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Church ; others, again, hold meetings to pro- 
test against the measure of the Synod. The 
Synod is chiefly composed of “ Liberal” 


members, and the present difficulties show © 
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that Rationalism has not in itself the power 
to constitute a charch. It can destroy, but 
not build up. 


AUSTRIA. 
THE CHURCH IN THE TYROL. 


At the commencement of the year, as our 
readers will remember, the intelligence went 
the round of most of the public papers that 


the religious intolerance of the Tyrolese local 


Parliament had at length been overcome or 
set aside by the firmness of the Austrian Go- 
vernment and of the Emperor. Up till the 
close of 1875 Tyrol had boasted of being the 
land of “one belief” (“ Glaubens-Einheit ”), 
and no Reformed congregation was at liberty 
to constitute itself in these stern valleys. For 
a number of years, indeed, the Protestant 
communities in Innsbruck and Meran had 
been in the enjovment, more or lees regularly, 
of Ciristian ordinances, butthey have not Leen 
recognized nor permitted to hold property in 
their own right. The pastor was not the minister 
of a congregation, for none such could exist ; 
and while he could preach and administer the 
sacraments, the register of births was kept in 
Salzburg; and the banns of marriages to be 
cousummated in the valley of the Etsch had 
to be proclaimed on the other side of the Alps, 
on the banks of the Salzach. _ 

Happily, in the providence of God, all this 
is now changed, and there is a prospect of 
soon seeing in the towns we have named pro- 
perly constituted and organized charges. The 
latter of these, Meran, to which we wish at pre- 
sent to draw attention, is situated, as is well 
known, in the southern portion of the Austrian 
Tyrol, near to Botzen, and boasts of one of 
the finest climates in Europe—bright, dry, 


_and still; while the scenery combines the 


grandeur of the Alps with some of the soft- 
ness of wooded bill and spreading plain. It 
bas been, for two decades at least, a winter 
resort for invalids, who, even in the colder 
months of December and January, can spend 
several hours a day in the open air, walking 
or sitting in the sun; and while the season 
lasts some months longer than in similar 
in Italy and the south of France, its great 
elevation (1,000 feet above the sea level) and 
the proximity of the snowy mountains and 
glaciers render the atmosphere most invigo- 
rating. The visitors in winter are for the 
most part Germans or German-speaking ; but 
im autumn, during the grape season, our own 
nation is well represented, and English divine 


service is conducted in the town for more 
than two months. 

Up to the present time the Protestant 
brethren, including a few families resident in 
the place, but consisting for the most part of 
visitors, had been worshipping in a hall, the 
gift of a pious Prussian officer, which was by 
him vested in trustees till such time as the 
property could be assumed by a congregation. 
But it has long been found too small, and 
“many who came for divine service were 
obliged to return home without participating 
in the privilege, for want of room.” The hall 
is besides low, and as a consequence the at- 


mosphere viti so that of the invalids who | 
so need the ions of the Gospel, not a 
few are every season prevented altogether 


from goidg to hear the Word of God. 
We informed that the church has re- 


cently Leen\fdrimally constituted, and the Rev. 
Mr. Richter, has ministered there for 
some y chosen its permanent pastor 
The next duty of our friends is the erection 
of a suita of worship, and to this 


task they havé set themselves. So far, after 
setting aside a sum as an endowment— where 
members and income are so very fluctuating— 
they have barely sufficient to purchase a site 
for the new church. And an appeal has now 
been addressed in German and English, copies 
of which are before us, to “our brethren 
in the Evangelical faith,” praying for assist- 
ance in carrying their purpose into execution. 
We may state that for several seasons now 


the present place of meeting has been put at - 


the disposal of the English visitors for the 
holding of their services, and in the appeal a 
willingness is indicated to accord the like 
privilege when the new building has been 
erected. And when we consider that this 
little community stands almost alone as @ 


places | witness for the clearer light of Evangelical 


truth in the midst of a most bigoted Roman 
Catholic population, we must feel how de- 
sirable it is, as the appeal says, that “ the 
Evangelical brotherhood should be worthily 
‘Tepresented.” “Do not ask, before you help 
us, whether the church be founded on Lau- 
theran or Reformed principles. The doors of 


our prayer-room are opened alike to Lu- 
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therana, Calvinists, and Anglicans, collectively 
or separately, and the same shall it be with 
our chareh, if God grant us the privilege of 
building Him a house.” 

Should these lines meet the eye of any who 
have derived enjoyment or benefit from a 
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visit to thie charming resort, they may per- 
_ haps be induced to afford a little help towards 
the proposed church. Contributions are re- 
quested to be sent to Pastor C. Richter, Evan- 
gelical Church, Meran, Tyrol.—Correspondent 
of the Weekly Review. 


MADEIRA. 
CHRISTIAN EFFORT AND POPISH PERSECUTION. 


[From a Correspondent. } 
Madeira, May, 1876. 


There is a large field for the extension of 


our labours; the fields are white already to | 


harvest, and reapers are to be had; buat 
sooner than we expected have we been 

obliged to submit to a temporary check. 
The life of Mr. de Mattos has been twice 
threatened ; it is not every one who is willing 
to run the'risk of assassination, at all hazards. 


eight meetings a-week. At St. Antonio 
Terra a meeting was held, and it was 

R.’s intention to hold one at 
but, through fear or otherwise, no 
from the town. Disappointed at this, 
went to the Passeio (public walk), sat do 
and on being surrounded by about fifty 
viduals, gave away about thirty little books. 
Having distributed them, he returned to the 


While the meeting was going on, the report 
was brough+.us that a party of thirty soldiers 
had arrived to arrest Mr. R. Mr. R. re- 
turned the answer: “ Tell the people to wait 
till I have done with the meeting.” The 
meeting over, we went down to see the 
soldiers, but found they had fled. Two days 
after we got the particulars of the visit we 
received from the soldiers. It was their 
design to commit an assault; but a sergeant, 
knowing of their intention, blew the trumpet 
call to bring the soldiers together, and our 
intended assailants had to run.. This affair 


has caused a great sensation among the au- | i 


thorities, as nobody knows who is to blame. 
June 14.—In the parish of Sio Roque 
there is a goodly number of Protestant Portu- 
guese Christians; and lately the persecution 
has been so violent, they have not been able 
to attend the services of the Church in the 
' afternoon, The women are subjected to a 


i» | 


cuntinuous fire of raillery and most abusive 
language ; the men receive no better treat- 
ment, for they are stoned; and as the 
distance between the parish and our church 
is great, the journey is very trying to the 
spirit. As the women could not come to the 
meeting, and the men find it so hard that few 
dare show face, Mr. R. resolved to visit them. 
He met with them at a private house, and 
fourteen appeared. All enjoyed the meeting, 
and rejoiced at the prospect of another on the 
following Friday; and as the people re- 
quested me to accompany Mr. R., I did so, 
Mr. Stedman joining us. We rode as far as 
Sao Roque Church, whefe we dismissed our 
horses, to find our way along precipitous and 
narrow paths to our destination. At two 


Mr. R.’s return we went into some 


Our object in doing this was to ascertain the 
name of the locality, and, if possible, get any 
other desirable information. While making 


him in order to have him identified. 
doing this, he followed him into his aunt's 
house, which was instantly made the excuse 
for a murderous attack, Four persons— 
three men and a woman—immediately set 


CHRISTENDOM. 
{ 
On this account Mr. de M. has, after a most 
effective and persevering course of preaching 
for nine months, requested permission to rest 
for a time., We therefore corresponded with ‘ 
Mr. Rendell, of Fegueira, aaking him to come 
to our assistance. 
June 3.-—Mr. Rendell has from six to 
places on MI way we were attacked with 
stones, but a premeditated attack was pre- 
pared for us on our return. This attack was 
organized and led on by a soldier. While 
passing along a lane with a high bank, sus- 
pecting no evil, we were surprised by a 
heavy shower of stones falling immediately 
behind us; and as the showers followed 
quickly, it was evident that the Ij of | 
hotel, took tea, and went up to a back room 
to hold a meeting with the household, 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
uiries one of our wi - | 
face, came puffing along, and, on seeing us, 80 | 
took guilt to himself that Mr. R. ran after 
| 
- 


~ 
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upon Mr. R. The woman and a man aimed 
with all their force the points of their 
“inchadas” at his head. (An inchada has 
the blade of a pickaxe and the shaft of « 
hoe.) Mr..R. caught the descending blades 
in his and all the efforts of his anta- 
gonists could not wrench them from him. 
This showed them they had a man of great 
physical strength to deal with, and sobered 
them. As he left the field for the lane 
where he had left us, they followed him, 
headed by Ricardo Camacho, a man who had 
been imprisoned in Dr. Kalley’s time for the 


37 


; 


CENTRAL ASIA. 
NARRATIVE OF A MISSIONARY TOUR TO LADAK AND NUBRA. 
By Mn. A. W. Herpz, Moraviaw Missionary at KYELANG. 


year’s tour [from June 15 to August 1, 1875), 
I met three such cases, 

In the two hordes of nomadic natives of 
Ruapehu, each comprising from eighty to a 
hundred tents, which I had previously visited, 
there was no lack of acquaintances. How 
thankful I should be if the joyous reception 
which | met with at Debring could be 
regarded as indicating some measure of faith 
in the Saviour! But this I cannot assert. 
It is something gained if—as is here the 
case—the name of the Lord is known,~and 
mentioned with respect, although there is 
doubtless in this much that is @ pure matter 
of form, without real intelligent conception of 
the truth. Two conversational meetings in 
front of my tent were well attended. WNa- 
thanael [a Moravian convert}, from Kyelang, 
had been here a fortnight earlier, and was 


spoken of in terms of high appreciation; |. 
they told me he had conversed with them 


from Kyelang”—meaning Nathanael—had 


stayed with them a whole day, showing them 


out of his books that Buddhism could not 
lead to real happiness, which could only be 


God. 
to have been greatly in- 
terested in what she heard; but Nathanael 
informed me afterwards that the people had 
gone away from him, shaking their heads, 
when he had spoken to them of the empti- 
ness of their religion. A young married 


books from me, came secretly to my tent 
with the statement that he wished to become 


‘pulsory labour which is exacted from him by 


the Government authorities ; but he seemed 
to me to think less of improving his out- 
ward circumstances than of learning more 
of Christ. However, I would not encourage 


him to come to Kyelang at once, but gave 


him farther instruction in the Christian faith. 


Soon after leaving Gya I met a lama whos | 
stands in a mighty odour of sanctity. His. > 


\\ 
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| 
| 
‘ implicated in this conduct. The regedor, 
» murder of a Protestant. As cro or judge, on hearing of the assault, said, in 
a 7 gathered, and this man began to speak and the presence of nearly a hundred people, it 
: act in a diabolical fashion, I stepped between | was « pity we had not been killed; and the 
‘a him and Mr. R., partly to appease his wrath | parish priest from the altar recommended 
and partly to let Mr. R. off. As Mr. R.! the next attack to be made with sticks, 
in the 
) The road from Lahoul to Ladak can only night, and to their great gratification. 
| be traversed between June and October. A SECRET DISCIPLE. 
_ Lying as it does at an average elevation of Crossing the Taglang Paes, which separates 
me | 14,000 feet above the level of the sea, and Ladak from Rupchnu, and is distinguished by 
a | leading often for several days at a time grasey slopes and beautiful flowers in sheltered 
through uncultivated and uninhabited dis- spots, although the elevation is 18,000 feet, 
tricts, it would be attended with serious peril I reached Gya, the first Ladakese village. A 
’ if this route were attempted in the face of woman soon informed me that “the monk 
sharp cold and snowstorms, Even during 
the limited period specified, travelling is not [in 
7 | without danger, as if is no. uncommon thing a 
. ee for bearers to fall down from exhaustion, and | 
j sometimes die on the epot. On my this 
| | man, who had on a former occasion received 
| a Christian, and reside at Kyelang with his | 
| family. It is true his outward position in 
Ladak is very trying, owing to the com- 
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to the tyrannical rule of their Hindu mas- 
ters | 


An English gentleman, who acts as gover- 
nor of Ladak in the service of the Mahara- 


jah, was absent in England on furlough, and 
his Hinda substitute was availing himeelf of 
his absence to oppress 


the wall strong—viz., the common people.” 
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accepted the invitation of an inferior heathen | plan of returning through Zangkar to Lahoul. 
rajah to undertake management of his | We reached home on the 31st of July, thank- 
territory. He still occupies this position of | ful for abounding preserving mercies vouch- 
trust and influence. His acquirements in | safed to us on the journey, and to our dear 
Europe he had succeeded in turning to good | ones during our prolonged absence from 
account, and founded an indigo manufactory | them.— Periodical Accounts. 


that a public service instituted expressly for 
Jews alone turns out a complete failure, or is 
only attended by very few, for in most cases 
they become marked objects of persecution by 
their co-religionists from the outset, which 
prevents their pursuing inquiry after truth in 
that prominent manner; whereas they would 
be likely to attend more readily when the 
service is not designedly intended for them.” 


and handsome Protestant “temple” of this city, 
Jews have been present in gradually increas- 
ing numbers. It so happens that here, as at 
Algiers and other towns in French 7 
the Protestant “ temple,” or church, is situated 
in the outskirts of the Jewish quarter. No 
doubt the Popish authorities, on whom it de- 
volves to select the sites, fix on those particu- 
lar spots purposely, intending it as a stigmas, 
to confirm the idea prevalent among the 

and prejadiced masses, that Jews and 

ts are pretty much the same clase of 


unbelieving people. But im that I see a 
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His riches had, however, not drawn his 

in his 
informant said, “ The English sahib cares lit- on 
tle for the smal] stones which help to make 
- 
ciently to understand his addresses ; but on 
A NOTABLE CHRISTIAN CONVERT. him the man’s words made a deep impression, 
In Lé4 my stay extended to four days, but | and he assured me he intended to turn his 
I had so many visitors that I only once | attention very earnestly to the Christian re- 
preached in the bazaar. I had the pleasure | ligion on our return to Kyelang. 
of making the acquaintance of « native RETURN TO LAHOUL. 
Christian from India, who was making «| Nathanael’s intention was to remain at L4 
tour for recreation, and had pitched his tent | till September, continuing hie discourses on 
near to mine. He had been baptized some years | the Christian religion; he earns a good part 
ago at Chamba, the mission station nearest | of his livelihood by needlework, at which he 
to Kyelang, and seems to have displayed | is very clever. Before leaving, Gergan made 
much zeal for the spread of Christianity. | his appearance from Hemdar to hear from me 
Convinced that a Christian should earn his | when he might come with his family to Kye- 
own livelibood, he had taken to the calling of | lang. I gave instructions to Nathanael to 
@ trader, in which capacity he had twice | show him every attention, and he returned | 
visited Bombay. In afew years he was able | wi 
to go to England, where he learnt all he could. | his 
In Paris be mastered the art of watchmaking. 
Returning to India, he was first employed as 
a catechist and schoolmaster at Darjeeling in | will be in the providence of God. 
connection with the Baptist mission, and then| For want of 
NORTHERN AFRICA. 
Oran, June 13, 1876. | This opinion haa proyed correct, as the fol- 
-—~ PREACHING TO SPANIARDS AND JEWS. lowing facts will show. y 
The hope I expressed at the commence-| Since April 16, when I began preaching . 
ment of this mission, that by preaching the | in Spanish on Sabbath evenings, at the new 
Gospel to Spaniards, I might be most ef- 
fectually preaching it to Jews also, has been 
more than realized. In a letter of March | 
last year,* I stated: “It is generally found 
| 


‘ 
| 


> 
af 
2 
f 


ay 


$3 


crammed with Jews and J nothing human in it beyond 
| and conditions in life, speaking as in a desert, 
. previous Sabbath. If all dry, very dry bones. No- 
remained throughout the account for 
) also, would not have sufficed tc ched. No spec 
There was, however, a larger n and no means 
and young girls, and they, am not certa 
the quiet and order of C m “Peace! peace!” when Tr 
worship, so unlike their noisy re is none really in 
synagogues, made a little too 
flatter ; but my good wife ase 
was not more than the sam 
class of youths would have mac 
school or church at home. r 
[ spoke from Acts iii ce and con 
chapter I had offered led t& 
bringing it to bear especi ud: 
hearers. The service last and 
hour and a-half, and the 
of Jews at the close as at thful, 
service, the Jewesses bei rd, tt 
lative proportion as on the previous Sabbath. ne dry 
HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS. indeed “ tim ing 


Angust 1, 1876.) 


hundred and fifty persons. Two native 
a shoemaker, the other a gold- 
smith—assist the missionaries, Messrs. Craver 
and Siberis. 
Tas Riost Rev. 
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the founder and senior bishop of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church in the United States, died 
on June 26, at his residence in Baltimore 
county, in his fifty-fifth year. 


RITUALISTS BEFORE THE LAW COURTS. 
Judgment was given, on the 11th ult., by 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
in the case of Marsters v. Durst. re- 
who is the of 


St. 
against the 


above three feet in height, that it was 


out a faculty, no costs would be allowed. 

Judgment was given on the 18th ult. by 
Lord Penzance, sitting at Lambeth Palace as 
Dean of Arches, in the case against the Rev. 
A. Tooth, Vicarjof St. James’s, Hatcham, New 
Cross, on account of Ritualistic practices. 
Lord Penzance also gave judgment in an- 
other case under the Public Worship Act, 
against the Rev. T. Pelham Dale, of St. Ve- 
dast’s, Foster Lane, for Ritualistic practices. In 
each case a monition was ordered to issue, en- 
joining the respondent to discontinue the 
practices which were complained of, and to 
pay the costs of the suit; but his lordship 
added, that as to any of the matters now un- 
der appeal to the Queen in Council, the moni- 
tion would not be enforced until such ap 
peal was decided. 

RIGHTS OF PROTESTANT GUARDIANS. 

Vice-Chancellor Malina had before him re- 
cently a case relating to the education of the 
orphan child of the late Count de Stacpoole. a 
Roman Catholic, who married Miss Stapleton, 


fam Protestant ledy. The marriage 
took place in France, and an agreement was 
entered into that all the children should be 
baptized and educated in the Roman Catholic 
religion. There was only one child of the 
marriage, a girl born on the 25th of June, 1867. 
The Count died, domiciled in this country, 
on the 26th of July, 1868, and intestate. The 
Countess died in January last. In April 
last the Vice-Chancellor made an order that 
the child ehould remain in the care of her 
aunt, Mrs. Seymour, a Protestant, and should 
be brought up in the Roman Catholic religion. 
His lordship then stated that if either of the 
- | parties-were dissatisfied he would hear an ap- 
plication in court after Easter, and gave liberty 
to each party to apply to him in court ac- 
naledinc Such an a ion was now 
made, and affidavits were read from Mon- 
signor Capel and Father Seddon, secretary to 
Cardinal Manning, which stated that it would 
be practically impossible to properly educate 
the child asa Roman Catholic if she were 
permitted to reside with Protestants, and be 
subject to Protestant influence. After some 
discussion, the case was adjourned to a subse- 
quent day, when an onder was made by con 
sent that the child contin the custody of 
her aunt, Mrs. Seymour; that she should 
have a Roman Catholic governess provided fo 
her by her aunt, subject to the approval of 
Monsignor Capel; that the Marquis de Stac- 
poole and Mrs. Gegmons should be appointed 
joint ; that all religious services at- 
tended by the child should be Boman Catho- 
lic; and that she should be sent as a day- 
boarder to the convent school in Kensington 
Square. 
BISHOP WORDSWORTH AND THE WESLEYANS. | 
Underthe title uf “Irenicum Wesleyanum,” 
the Bishop of Lincoln has issued some pro- 
posals for union which he had made to some 
leading Wesleyan Methodists at a recent 
interview arranged by a former President 
of the Wesleyan Conference. His lordship 
said that he was not authorized to speak for — 
the Church of England; but that, having 
considered the principles and history of 
Methodism, he cherished « hope and enter- - 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
, | 
no is one of | 
churchwardens of the parish, for having 
moved irom the church without a facul | 
movable wooden cross, which had been pl 
on « ledge called a re-table at the back 
and above the communion-table. The 
Chancellor, ia delivering judgment, said 
the special case stated that the cross 
able, and that it was placed by the 
dent’s orders on a re-table having a fron 
wood about eight inches deep, coming do 
within 5-1 6ths of an inch of the surface of 
communion-table, and that this struct 
was fixed to the wall by naile. Their Lx 
ships were of opinion that the cross in 
position which it occupied while in 
church was forbidden by law. The 
would therefore be dismissed, but as b 
parties had been in the wrong in acting w 


gregations to resort to their respective parish 
churches for Holy Communion? If these 
questions were answered in the affirmative, 
the Bishop believes that the Church of Eng- 
land would be willing to encourage friendly 
relations between herself and the members of 


Theee annual gatherings were held, during 
the last week in June, in the Conference Hall, 


10; John xiv. 9; Hosea xi. 3; John xvii. 


. of hymns, the Bishop thinks that a similar | meeting on behalf of the Presbyterian Mis- 
, permission under the bishop's licence might | sion in South China and Formosa was pre- 
r be extended farther, so that laymen might | sided over by the Rev. A. Bonar, p.p., of 
: catechize; read homilies, and deliver lectures | Glasgow, the principal speakers being the 
and sermons in the Church. John Wesley | Rev. Adolph Saphir and Mr. H. M. Mathie- 
: always wished his followers to attend the| son. Other subjects appointed for considera- 

ish churches for Communion, and the | tion were—Medical Missions: Chairman, 
rev. prelate therefore urges that as learned | Dr. Saunders ; the Rev. W. Has- 

Presbyterians (like Robert Leighton andj|lam and the Rev. H: 8. Paterson. Lord's 


is | General Eardley Wilmot; speakers, Miss 
Robinson and Colonel Sandwith. From 5.30 
to 6.30 was devoted to sacred song. At 7.30 
the largt hall was again crowded, and the sub- 
ject of the morning was again brought before 
the meeting. After singing the hymn com- , 
** Help us, O Lord, to praise, 

the Rev. D. R. Hankin, Vicar of St. Jude’s, 
Mildmay Park, offered prayer, and, after an- 


j 
j 
+. 
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tained a that it might be posible recognize such chapels as places of public 
hail the and assembly for preaching according to the Deed 
the Church. He expressed his conviction of Declaration of 1784, and allow the con- 
: that the Rev. John Wesley intended that 
Methodism should be a religious society with- 
in the Church of England, and that he had 
endeavoured to organize a society in euch a 
manner, particularly by the Deed Poll of 
February 28, 1784, that it might stimulate 
and invigorate the Church. For example, it| the Wesleyan Conference, while Wesleyan 
was enacted (Article 11) that no one should | preachers might co-operate in the formation 
be appointed to any Wesleyan chapel for of an order of preachers in the Chure, Wee 
more than three years successively, except | leyan chapels becominy either district churches 
ordained ministers of the Church of England, | or chapels of ease. 
and in that clanse alone the word minister , 
occurs. After showing how both John and 
Charles Wesley desired the preachers of the 
society to seek ordination, and that many | Mildmay Park, as well as in the grounds ad- 
clergy co-operated with the preachers in the | jacent, and were attended by about 3,000 
lifetime of the founder, his lordship remarks : | persons from various parts of Great Britain 
“The question now arises whether under | and the Continent. Mr. S. A. Blackwood pre- 
existing circumstances, and on what terms, | sided, and the subject for consideration at the 
such intercommunion can be restored, ex-| first meeting held in the large hall was, 
tended, and strengthened.” The right | “ That I may know Him,” in connection with 
rev. prelate also says : “ Ministrations in the | which the following passages of Scripture 
Church of England are of two kinds—(1) | were for consideration: Phil. iii. 
public reading of the Holy Seriptures, public | ———E—E— 
prayer and praise, catechizing, preaching ;| 3; Job xxii. 21; Hosea vi. 3; and Jeremiah 
(2) ministration of the Holy Sacrament of | ts. 24. The speakers were the Chairman, 
Baptiem and of the Lorl’s Supper.” As! Mr. George Maller, of Bristol, and the Rev. 
unordained persons are allowed, under certain | T. Richardson. In the afternoon, meetings 
conditions, to read the Hol; Scriptures, and | for various religious institutions were simul- 
in some churches to say the Litany, to lead | taneously in progress in the numerous small 
the chanting of the Psalms, and the singing | rooms connected with the building. The 
| 
| Sumon Fal yscopal ordination, | day Observance : Chairman, the Kev. J. G 
so Wesleyan ministers should do the same, a | ton ; speaker, Mr. T. B. Smithies. The East- 
declaration being added to their letters of | end Training Institution: Chairman, Lord Pol- 
orders that such ordination was not intended | worth; speakers, the Revs. F. White, Grattan, 
to imply the expression of any judgment on | Guinness, and Hudson Taylor. The Army 
such orders that might be supposed by some | Scripture-readers’ Society : Chairman, Major- 
to have been previously conferred. H 
lordship asks, (1) whether any Wesley 
ministers so ordained need be prevente 
remaining members of the Conference ; (% 
would the Wesleyan Conference, if th 
bishops, recognizing the vested rights of tl \ 
chapels, licensed their ministers, allow th 
ministers and congregations of such char 
| to remain in connection with the Wesley 
body ; (3) would the Wesleyan Conferenc 


| 
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Christian , of which that large meeting | rected by Mr. Richmond, 2.1, to a series of 
 myoadeeng! A Rev. Joshua Kirkman, | bronze panels which had been lying for some 
Vicar of St. Stephen's, Hampstead, remarked | time in the studio of Mr. F. Thrupp, end 
that while they were speaking of the unity of having been much struck with the artistic 
the Church they could not too deeply regret beauty both of the design and of the execu- 
the disunion which existed. At the same tion, it oceurred to him that the fitting place 
time, Churchmen were compelled to insist for what are, in fact, pictorial renderings of 
upon some subordinate matters in the work some of the chief conceptions in the immortal 
of the Church. Some remarks having been allegory of Bunyan was the town with which 
by the Rev. Mr. Rigg, of Lawhbeth, the 
i of the associated. feeling offered 

Rev. E. White, the 


Progress,” which were unveiled on the after- 
noon of the Sth ult. by the Mayoress, Mra~ 
Hobson. The Mayor and Corporation at- 
tended in state, and there was a very large 
gathering of ladies and gentlemen. Letters 
of apology were read from the Earl of Shaftes- 
bary, the Dean of Westminster, Mr. George 
Cruikshank, Mr. Whitbread, u.p., Sir H. 
Havelock, and others. The Rev. J. Brown, 
pastor of Bunyan Meeting, stated in the course 
of his address that no more appropriate place 
could be chosen for the doors than this, 
the spot which Bunyan and his friends had 
purehased for a place of meeting on his re- 
lease from gaol, and where for sixteen years 
he preached the Gospel which he loved s0 
well and for which he suffered so much. In 
the evening there was a celebration service, 
the chief feature of which was a lecture 
the Rev. Dr. Stoughton on the life of Bunyan. 
The proceedings closed with the passing of a 
vote of thanks to the Duke of Bedford. 

The origin of the gift was as follows : 


by | fixed for secular teaching. 


The Duke of Bedford had his attention di- 
‘ 


4 


he native | ford, on the Sth of July, 1876. The size of 


the doors or gates is about nine feet by five. 


third, Christian met by the three shining 
ones ; fourth, Christian sleeping in the arbour ; 
fifth, Christian passing the lions by night; 
sixth, Christian sees Simple, Sloth, and Pre- 
sumption ; seventh, Christian in the armoury ; 
eighth, Demas beckons Christian and Hopeful 
to the silver mine ; ninth, the death of Faith- 
ful ; and tenth, Christian crossing the Flood, 
supported by Hopeful. There is a fine ar- 
tistic culmination in the series. 

RELIGIOUS TEACHING IN ROMAN CATHOLIC 

SCHOOLS. 

A deputation from the Protestant Alliance, 
consisting of Churchmen and Dissenters, had 
an interview on the 8th ult. with the Dake 
of Richmond and Gordon to present a memo- 
rial with reference to the school-books used in 
the Roman Catholic schools during the time 
The deputation, 
which was introduced by Sir T. Chambers, 
Cc, MP., and accompanied by the Hon. A. 
Kinnaird, .P., pointed out that, mixed with 
the secular teaching jn Roman Catholic schoole, 
there was also religious instruction, with the 


} 


be | course, glad and gratefal acceptance. The 
the 
) | result is extremely satisfactory, the frame and 
. the Church of England. | all its surroundings being in bronze, like the 
. down differences, for it A handsome covered stone portico, having two 
| was lamentable to look over London and wit- | pillars, has also been erected to improve the 
ness the misery which arose from recrimina- | approach to the gates, which form the principal 
tion and controversy. The Doxology was | entrance and at the same time preserve the 
then sung, and the Rev. Aubrey Price, Vicar memorial ; and the vestibule has, for similar 
of St. James's, Clapham, dismissed the meet- reasons, been altered and restored, the latter now 
ing with the Benediction. including a brass tablet recording the fact that 
THE BUNYAN GATES AT BEDFORD. the gates were presented by his Grace Francis 
| Two years ago the Duke of Bedford pre- | Charles Hastings Russell, ninth Duke of Bed- 
®§ town of the author of “ Pilgrim's Progress.” | [iii 
. The noble duke has followed up this gift by | The ten panel pictures are in paira. In the 
presenting to the congregation of the chapel | first we see Christian reproached by his wife 
which still bears the name of “ Bunyan Meet- | and neighboure—*“ As he read he wept and 
; ing” a pair of massive bronze gates, containing | trembled ;” in the second, Good-will pulling 
; ten bas-reliefs of scenes from the “ Pilgrim's | Christian through the wicket-gate; in the - 
| 
| 
| | 


 gymen as teachers, the Roman Catholic 


the breach of the law, and yield the 


special faculty from the “ Cardinal- Archbishop.” 
On the arrival of the Cardinal, the procession 
was formed, and “ the relics of St. Etheldreda 
(duly authenticated for public veneration) 
were borne into the church and placed on the 
side altar near her image.” Having in- 
censed the relics, the Cardinal went to the 
chief altar (the chapel is divided by colamns 
into two equal aisles, at the end of each 
which there is an altar), and said a low 

Among the congregation were the Duke 
Norfolk, the Marquis of Bute, and many 
‘Others of the Catholic nobility and gentry. 
At eleven o'clock High Mass was sung by 


2 


Father Lockbart, who, addressing the congre- 
gation, said : “ There are some occasions which 
are too great for words, but are fitted rather 


249° 
for devout meditation ; this isoneof them. It 


is the first instance to-day that the relics of an 
English saint have been restored to their own 


tells its own story: “ This slab, supported on 
ornamental ironwork, was for many years used 
instead of a communion-table, but was removed 
when the table was found in the 
church and restored to its original use.— 
Sholto D. C. Douglas, Vicar; George Hay- 
wood, Walter Randall, Churchwardens; 4-D. 
1873.” “Wishing a goodly unity to be ob- 
served in our diocese, and for that the form 


an honest table decently covered.” 
tion of the diocese of London.) 


a large numbet of friends and employés of 
the deceased were awaiting its arrival. . The 
deceased took a leading part in every 
volent object and mission thaé bad for its aim 


commendation of the Roman Catholic cere- 
the depreciation of Protestantism. They con- 
tended that, as the Protestants were bound | church. 
by law to abstain from all religious teaching | mass that for three hundred years 
" said in any of the old churches of England. 
For the first time the old Gregorian tones of 
the Liturgy of the Latin Church have been 
heard within walls in which their sounds 
have been unheard for three centuries. It is 
the providence of God which has done this— 
the first-fruite, we trust, of many such res*o- 
were taught by the various orders rations. Here the children of the faith will 
man Cali Char come together to worship under the invocation 
general rule. They pressed that of the English St. Etheldrede and the Irish St. 
Catholics should be required to abstain from | Bridget.” With much more of the same | 
Obedience | kind. We learn that the Romish services | 
which was rendered by all other HE | will now be carried on in “ 8t. Bridget’s-in-the- 
tions. The Rev. Dr. Rule produced the books, | Crypt” every day and on Sundays. In the 
to which references were made; and the Rev.| meantime the restoration of “the upper 
T. O. Beeman and Mr. Baxter addressed his | Church of ®t. Etheldreda” is being actively | 
Grace. The Duke of Richmond and Gordon, | carried on. 1 ) 
in reply, said that the books to which they A SIGEIFICANT INSCRIPTION. 
had referred should be looked into, and their| A marble slab bearing the following in- 
signed by Sir Thomas Chambers, ¢.c., uP., | eastern wall of All Saints’ Derby.It 
Hon. A. Kinnaird, wp, Mr. Ald. M‘Arthur, 
u.p., and other well-known public men. * 
ROMANIST OCCUPATION OF ELY CHAPEL. 
Ely Chapel, Ely Place, Holborn, belonged 
to the splendid palatial town residence of the 
Bishops of Ely, which was founded about the 
fourteenth century. This chapel—which, after 
passing through different hands, has come 
into the possession of the Roman Catholics—is 
now undergoing “restoration.” A Romish | of a table may more move and turn the 
print gives the following account of the cere- | simple from the old superstitious opinions of 
monies with which a portion of the building | the Popish mass, and to the right use of the 
has been reopened: The crypt of St. Ethel- | Lord’s Supper, we exhort the curates, church- 
drec_.’s Church, Ely Place, having been partially | wardens, and questmen here present to erect 
restored, was opened for Catholic worship on | and set up the Lord’s board after the form of 
is visita- 
THE LATE MR. BEWLEY. 
We regret to record the death, in his 
seventy-second year, of Mr. Henry Bewley, 
of Willow Park, Dublin, so well known in 
covnection with his efforts to improve the 
condition of the working classes of this 
country, and for the spread of Christian 
truth. The interment (says the Dublin Zven- _ 
ing Mail) took place in Mount Jerome 
Cemetery. The hearse was followed by a 
/ 


ascribing his action to the teaching of the Pro- 

The Jews are another nationality among whom efforts have recently been made. 

Many of their children have beep gathered into the mission school at Oroomiah. The visit 

of several Jerusalem rabbis has stiffened the Jewish prejudice ; yet some of the parents are 

willing to risk the displeasure of the synagogue for their children’s sake. But the most in- 

feature about this mission-field is the increasing access had among the Mohamme- 

dans, Nominally there is no more religious liberty to work among them in Persia than in 

Turkey, but really there isa great deal more. Many of them are ready to hear about 

Christ in private conversations, and in numerous cases both mullahs and laymen ask for 

instruction on the subject. Some also attend the public services. The missionaries are 

for effective labour among the Mohammedans of Persia is rapidly opening. 

Their teachers are afraid of the new influence, and forbid their people to discuss religious 

subjects with the Protestants. But even the Nestorians are now bold in proclaiming to 

their Moslem neighbours that Christ is the only Saviour. What makes the prospect still 

more favourable is the rapid increase of the sect of the Babs. These discontented Mohain- 

medans are now so numerous that the Government has ceased trying to suppress them, and 
large accessions to Christianity are expected from their ranks. 

INDIA, 
The Committee of the Church Missionary Society met on the 4th ult., in the grounds 
of the Church Missionary College, at Islington, and dismissed to their respective spheres of 


in all. The Earl of Chichester presided on the occasion, and the instructions of the com- 
mittee were delivered by the. Rev. H. Wright. . | 5 

It is proposed to establish a i ool for native Christian girls at Umriteur in 
the Punjab, as a memorial of the Prince of Wales’s visit to the mission there. An interesting 


CHINA. . 
The Shanghai Correspondent of the leading journal writes, under date May 13, that 


_ “alarming anti-Chriitian riots have arisen in the province of Szechuen. A document, as- 


cribed to the Literary Chancellor of Szechuen, breathing intense hostility to foreigners, has,” 
he says, “been widely circulated of late through the province, and seems to have had the 


| effect which such effusions usually do have in Ching, of stirring ap the people to abuse | 
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| the amelioration or enlightenment of his| of respect to his memory was a sufficient 
| fellow-men ; and the vast number of ladies testimony of the affectionate regard in whith 
and gentlemen of all the Protestant denomi-| he was held. 
iy nations, including many clergymen, who | leading members of the Society Friends. 
+ attended his funeral to pay the last mark 
orewn from the Nestorian missior.-fields, the 
3 The Foreign Missionary contains letters m : on 
borders of Asiatic Turkey and Persia. Thie well-known former work of the American 
Board, centring at Oroomiah, is now carried on by the American Presbyterians, 
spirit of its founders. The Armenians of this district have hitherto been very inaccessible, 
bat the work among them is now becoming more encouraging. Foothoid has been obtained 
. in several of their villages, and from one of these towns a petition has come for a preacher, 
whom they promised in good part to support. Recently the influence of the American 
mission has appeared in an effort on the part of the Armenian Archbishop to procure a better 
observance of the Sabbath. This day is known as “ bazaar day,” because the Armenians and 
| the Nestorians, leaving their fields, use it as the time for their business transactions. Against 
| this the Armenian Arch has and has threatened a fine of £4 for 
labour in different parts of India eight missionaries. On the same occasion two missionaries 
; were dismissed to China, one to Japan, four to Yoruba in West Africa, two to the Mediter- 
ranean, one to New Zealand, one to North America, and one to the North Pacific—twenty 
| 
is being circulated by the Church Missionary~Society Committee, and special contributions 
are invited towards the first cost, £6,000 to £8,000. It is proposed that the school shall 
bear the name of the Princess of Wales, and be called the Alexandra Girls’ School.—Church 
Missionary Gleaner, 
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missionaries and persecute their converts.” The Correspondent continues: “ Early in April 

riots broke out in the district of Kiang-peh, near Chungking, which have since spread widely, 

and during which some 300 houses of Christians have been demolished and fourteen persons 

massacred, of whom two were burnt alive. It is even declared that the magistrate of Kiang- 
to 


3. 


a sketch of the English Presbyterian mission at Swatow (in the north-eastern part 

of Canten), the Rev. H. L. Mackenzie writes: “At the close of 1874 the 
total number of adults baptized was 437, and of children 116; up to July, 1875, 23 addi- 
tional adults and four children have been baptized. Thus, since the commencement of the 
mission in 1856, nearly 600 members have been received into the Church of Christ, while 


; and a large quantity of Christian literature has been distributed among the people. 
may ask, what are these few converts among the millions of this populous land? We 
may not, we do not, despise the day of small things. Nay, rather let us say, ‘ What hath 
God wrought ? ‘The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.’ May He 
‘little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a 


the 
following summary of the state of the above mission is given by Mr. Mackenzie : 
The China mission of the Presbyterian Church in England was commenced in 1847. 
Swatow was first occupied as a mission station in 1856. There have been eight missionaries 
in all, four of whom have been married ; they have sixteen chapels for worship; there are 
thirteen out-stations ; there are six organized churches ; there are seven regularly appointed 
but services are conducted at five or six of the out-stations by other native bre- 
thren. Six theological students are under training ; two Bible-women are employed. The 
' present number of communicants is 372, male and female about equal in number. All 
the native preachers are partially supported from a general fund subscribed by the native 
churches. The average of native contributions for the past four or five years has been about 
$70 or $80 per annum ; besides special contributions by one congregation in 1474 for chapel 
building, amounting to more than $80. 

JAPAN. 


Seven miles from Osaka is Sakai, one of the oldest cities in Japan. Some years ago 
several foreigners were murdered here, and for participation in this crime twenty men were: 
obliged to commit kari-kari in one of the temples of their city. Ever since Sakai has been 
one of the most difficult places of access for foreigners in Japan. It has now been opened 
to Gospel preaching, mainly through the efforts of several native members connected with 
the ion of the American Board at Osaka. The Government has permitted a build- 
ing to be rented for divine service, and the Bible and mission newspapers are now exposed 
for sale in a city which was notorious for its opposition to foreigners, 

SUMATRA. 

_ Sumatra is an island of more than a thousand miles in length, the early home of the 
Malay race. It was here that the two nyrissionaries of the American go vcmbew 
Munson, fell as martyrs, in 1833. The Malays are too stubborn in their adherence to 

Mery 3 Mohammedanism to offer any encouragement to missionary enterprise. The Battas, however, 

' who live on the fertile uplands between the numerous mountain ranges traversing the island, 
have proved more accessible. They have a kind of demon worship, and are not entirely 
without culture, although cannibalism prevails among them. The petty tribes are engaged — 
in incessant warfare with each other. For about twenty years the Rhenish Missionary = , 
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treated like them. However this may be, the Taotai of Chungking had not, up to the date 
of our latest new , taken any measures to stay the work of pillage, which was spreading 
that the riot would spread within 

number of Christians domiciled. The re- | 

at the prospect, and to be in consult- ) 

ation with a view to the officials to do their duty and preserve order. There | 
in taking leave of Sir Rutherford Alcock, ex- 
um and missionaries with him, he spoke the 
Hostility to foreigners generally finds ex- 

many thousands of the heathen throughout the whole region have heard more or less of the 
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WEEK OF UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 
+The Secretary read a draft letter of invi- 
tation to Christians in all nations on the 
subject of the next January Week of Universal 
Prayer. The invitation was adopted, subject 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 253 


IMPERIAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Secretary read a letter from her Majesty 
the German Empress, dated Coblentz, June 
24, 1876, expressing thanks for the June 
number of Hvangelical Christendom. Her 
Majesty expresses her great interest in the 
transactions of the society, and adds, she will 


Hogg, dated Dollar, Scotland, June 15, calling 


ground belonging to two of their number, 
whilst holding meetings for worship in a 
hired house. The Coptic clergy, desirous, it is 
suid, that Protestants should gain no perma- 
nent position in the town, informed the 
Government that, under pretence of building 


a school-house, it was intended to erect a 
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Lieutenant-Colonel R. Wilmot Brooke, was 
unanimously passed: “The Council desire 
on record their affectionate regard 
late beloved friend 
and Bewley, Esq., of Dub- 
eee always be glad to hear about its progress. 
BAPTIST MISSIONS IN EAST PRUSSIA. 
A letter was read from the Rev. W. Weist, 
pastor of the Baptist Church in Stolzenberg, 
East Prussia, dated July 3, 1876, making 
the following statement and asking the aid of 
NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE. the Council. Missionary work commenced 
On the subject of the next General Con- | *wenty years ago, on the part of the Baptists, in 
Europe, the Secretary reported that the | Frequently persecutions bad then to be 
following communication had been received | °Mdured ; but the Government, on being 
from the Rev. George Fisch, p.v., Secretary informed of the good results of the efforts to 
of the Paris Committee of the French Branch | ®V®™gelize the people, gave toleration, and 
of the Evangelical Alliance :-— allowed religious services to be carried on 
“ Paris, June 14, 1876. without requiring permission from thé police. 
“My Dear Sir,—The Committee of the This liberty was for many years uninterrupted, 
Evangelical Alliance of Paris examined with | >¥t lately the strict letter of the law has been 
great attention the proposal which had been enforced, and ‘formal notice required to be 
given, previously, each time the service was 
pastor finds the greatest difficulty in paying 
the fines, and asks the mediation of this 
Alliance to use its influence in obtaining a 
your remission of the penalties. 
bro- | The Council having given the subject their 
in | attention, instructed the Secretary to lay the 
order t> ask our opinion about the Conference. matter before the Committee of the Alliance 
We feel it most gratefally.—I*zemain, my | i Berlin, and ask their consideration to the 
dear friend, very sincerely yours, request made by Mr. Weist. , 
“ Geo. Fiscu. PERSECUTION IN EGYPT. 
“ The Rev. James Davis.” The Secretary read a letter from Dr. John 
7 - the attention of the Council to the following 
at Southport in October next, and laid on the pid. lay eee 
table the proof of the proposed proframme. | 55, Protestants in this town had begun 
signatories whose names are appended to it, 
for their approval and suggestions. a 


te 

@ 


> 
\ \ 
\ 


vif 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTEXNDUM. 


—all paying their fall fees. A special course 
bas been arranged for those who desire simply 
CHRISTIAN WORK IN VIENNA. 
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JAMES DAVIS, Secretary. 


fing funds to increase the 
scholarships ; there is also 

| for the establishment 
of the English language 
which a sum of £5,000 is 
We have received the ret aunt De ms useful operations. Week. 
of the new premises | , 
for ¢ istic work in Vie 
Christian en- 
prise for presenting the Gospel in Vienna, 
| rried on in the true spirit of the Evangelical 
| liance, is commended to the generous con- 
| ion of its members. The Secretary 
be happy to receive further contributions 
opposition, nevertheless it has been allowed'maid. 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED SINCE JUNE 2%, mm 

Bradford Sutecri 

Miss Ox 

Coivmet 

Rev. J. Nash - 

Liverpool Ladies’ Committee, 
T. Wigheld, - 
Wm. Faq . . 
ii. 

Rev. Join Gritten - - 

Ebeneser “tiff, Esq 

Bolton Subscnptions, om ac- 

| ll Subscriptions, per John 
per ™ 
Rey wood, Esq. one 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. 


